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MISSISSIPPI DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY AND NISSAN
CONDUCT COMMUNITY AND BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT
TRAINING WORKSHOP

Alabama Automotive Manufacturers Association President Featured
Presenter

JACKSON, Miss., - On Tuesday, August 20, 2002, the Minority Business
Enterprise Division of the Mississippi Development Authority (MDA), in
cooperation with Nissan North America, will host the third in a series of
workshops in the MDA/Nissan Community and Development Training
Series. The workshop begins with registration at 8:30 a.m. with programs
continuing until 12:15 p.m. at the Nissan Training Center at 152 Watford
Parkway, Canton, Mississippi.

“The state of Mississippi is committed to providing opportunities for
Mississippi companies to take advantage of the economic prosperity that
the Nissan plant and the automotive industry as a whole will offer,” said
Governor Ronnie Musgrove. “The Community Development and Business
Training Program will give businesses the tools they need to successfully
compete in the automotive industry.”

The training program targets the state’s business community and their
potential participation in the automotive industry. Each workshop is
designed to promote a better understanding of the automotive industry
and its benefits to the community, to increase business participation with
the industry and enhance the skills of its participants.

“The workshop should prove to be educational and beneficial to our
business community as they prepare themselves to conduct business with
the Nissan Corporation,” Robert J. Rohrlack, Jr., executive director,
Mississippi Development Authority.
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MBED and Nissan Workshop

The highlight of the workshop will be a presentation by Mississippi native
and graduate of Jackson State University, Will Turner, President and CEO
of Turner Improvement Group, Inc.

With over nineteen years experience in the automobile manufacturing
industry, Turner will offer his insight into identifying the key elements of
doing business with the automotive industry. Turner is an active member
of The Society of Automotive Engineers and played a key role in the
formation of the Alabama Automotive Manufacturers Association and
currently serves as President.

Other session topics include: “The In’s and Out’s of Joint Venturing in the
Automotive Industry,” with Charles Doty, President Lextron Corporation
and William Cooley, Chairman, Systems Consultants Associates, Inc. as
co-presenters. Representatives from Mississippi Development Authority,
Mississippi Department of Transportation, and Jackson International
Airport will discuss, “Certification Programs in the State of Mississippi,”
and Jeff Dukes, Division Director, Existing Industry and Business will
discuss the various programs of the Mississippi Development Authority.

Established in collaboration with the Mississippi Minority Contractors
Association, Jackson State University, Mississippi Economic Council and
the Mississippi Minority Business Alliance, the workshop is open to the
public.

The workshop is free to the public; however, registration is required. To
register, contact MBED at (601) 359-3448 or dfloyd@mississippi.org. For
more information about the training program or Nissan in Mississippi, visit
Www.mississippiandnissan.com.
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